
VOTER GUIDE

2018 General Election
Vote on Tuesday, November 6 from 6AM - 8PM



Bridgeport’s General Election is on Tuesday, November 6, 2018 from 6:00 AM - 8:00 PM. You’ll be voting for 
Governor, Lieutenant Governor, U.S. Senator, Representative in Congress, State Senator, State Representative, 
Treasurer, Comptroller, Secretary of the State, and Attorney General.

This General Election Voter Guide was prepared by FaithActs for Education, a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization 
based in Bridgeport, Connecticut. We are people of faith building power to get our children the education they 
deserve. We don’t endorse any candidate or party — we just want voters to claim their power and vote! If you 
haven’t committed to vote yet in 2018, please visit CTvotes.org.

This General Election Voter Guide includes candidates for statewide office who will appear on every ballot in the 
State of Connecticut on November 6, 2018. It also includes information about the two ballot questions you’ll be 
voting on. You can view all of this information online at CTvotes.org. Candidates for local offices (Representative 
in Congress, State Senator, and State Representative) are not included in this statewide Voter Guide. Please 
contact your local Registrar of Voters for this information.

Every candidate for statewide office was invited to answer a FaithActs questionnaire and appear in this Voter 
Guide. Candidates’ views are presented for informational purposes only. Candidates who declined to respond 
are noted.

Remember that you can only vote once in each column of your ballot. If you vote more than once in a column, 
your vote won’t be counted. Some candidates have received the endorsement of more than one political party, 
so their name is listed twice. If you select a candidate like this, be sure to only vote for them once.

More resources online

CTvotes.org

Key Dates
October 30 @ 11:59 PM 
Deadline to register before the General Election:  
5:00 PM register by mail, 8:00 PM register in  
person, 11:59 PM register online

November 6 @ 6:00 AM - 8:00 PM 
Vote in the General Election, same-day  
voter registration available

Key Resources
Vote.org 
Register to vote online, check your polling place

Your Local Registrar of Voters 
List of local candidates running in your district

FaithActs for Education 
160 Fairfield Avenue, Text (203) 583-8573, or 
Call (203) 868-0443: Commit to vote
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UNITED STATES SENATOR CANDIDATES
United States Senators pass federal laws, approve presidential appointments, and ratify treaties with other countries.

Matthew Corey  
Page 12

Chris Murphy  
Declined to Respond

Richard Lion  
Page 13

Jeff Russell  
Page 14

GOVERNOR AND LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR CANDIDATES
The Governor leads the State’s executive branch, including all state agencies. They make executive orders, propose state 

budgets, and veto or sign bills into law. The Lieutenant Governor is the second-highest elected official in the State, and is 

the President of the Senate. In the General Election, candidates for Governor and Lieutenant Governor are running together 

as a team. You’ll see both of their names appear together on a ballot, and you’ll vote for your choice of pairs.

Rodney Hanscomb, Governor  
Declined to Respond

Jeffrey Thibeault, Lt Governor  
Declined to Respond

Ned Lamont, Governor  
Page 9

Susan Bysiewicz, Lt Governor 
Page 10

Bob Stefanowski, Governor  
Declined to Respond

Joe Markley, Lt Governor  
Declined to Respond

Mark Stewart Greenstein, 
Governor   
Page 11

John Demitrus, Lt Governor  
Declined to Respond

Oz Griebel, Governor   
Page 7

Monte Frank, Lt Governor  
Page 8
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SECRETARY OF THE STATE CANDIDATES
The Secretary of the State administers Connecticut’s elections and approves business incorporations.

Susan Chapman  
Declined to Respond

Heather Gwynn  
Page 15

Mike DeRosa  
Declined to Respond

Denise Merrill  
Page 16

TREASURER CANDIDATES
The Treasurer administers the State’s pension assets and investment funds.

Jesse Brohinsky   
Declined to Respond

Shawn Wooden   
Page 17 

Thad Gray   
Declined to Respond

COMPTROLLER CANDIDATES
The Comptroller provides accounting services, administers benefits, and prepares financial reports for the State.

Ed Heflin   
Declined to Respond

Kurt Miller  
Page 18

Kevin Lembo   
Declined to Respond

Paul Passarelli   
Page 19
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ATTORNEY GENERAL CANDIDATES
The Attorney General serves as legal counsel to state agencies and represents the State in civil legal matters.

Peter Goselin  
Page 20

William Tong  
Page 22

Sue Hatfield  
Page 21
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BALLOT QUESTIONS

On November 6, 2018, you’ll be asked to vote on two important questions related to the Connecticut Constitution. 

Both questions are copied below, along with brief explanations. This explanatory text was provided by the 

nonpartisan Office of Legislative Research of the Connecticut General Assembly.

QUESTION 1: Shall the Constitution of the State be amended to ensure (1) that all moneys contained in the 

Special Transportation Fund be used solely for transportation purposes, including the payment of debts of the 

state incurred for transportation purposes, and (2) that sources of funds deposited in the Special Transportation 

Fund be deposited in said fund so long as such sources are authorized by statute to be collected or received by 

the state?

Content and Purpose of the Proposed Amendment: If this amendment is approved, it would impose constitutional 

protections on state transportation funding. These protections, commonly referred to as the “transportation lockbox,” 

are currently established only in the Connecticut General Statutes. Specifically, this constitutional amendment, like 

the statutory lockbox, would do the following:

 1.  preserve the state’s Special Transportation Fund (STF) as a permanent fund;

 2.  require that the fund be used exclusively for transportation purposes, which include paying 

transportation-related debt; and

 3.  require that any funding sources directed to the STF by law continue to be directed there, as long as the 

law authorizes the state to collect or receive them.

QUESTION 2: Shall the Constitution of the State be amended to require (1) a public hearing and the enactment 

of legislation limited in subject matter to the transfer, sale or disposition of state-owned or state controlled 

real property or interests in real property in order for the General Assembly to require a state agency to sell, 

transfer or dispose of any real property or interest in real property that is under the custody or control of 

the agency, and (2) if such property is under the custody or control of the Department of Agriculture or the 

Department of Energy and Environmental Protection, that such enactment of legislation be passed by a two-

thirds vote of the total membership of each house of the General Assembly?

Content and Purpose of the Proposed Amendment: If this amendment is approved, it would limit the General Assembly’s 

ability to pass legislation that requires a state agency to transfer (sell or otherwise convey) any state real property 

(land or buildings) or property interest to non-state entities. It does this by imposing the following conditions:

 1.  a legislative committee must first hold a public hearing to allow for public comment on the property transfer; and

 2.  the legislation must address only the property under consideration. In addition, for property that belongs to the 

state Department of Agriculture or the Department of Energy and Environmental Protection, the legislation must 

pass by at least two-thirds of the membership of the state House of Representatives and of the state Senate.
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What is your education story?

Educated in parochial and public grammar schools and public high school; undergraduate degree at Dartmouth 

College; and law degree in the evening program at Suffolk University. Taught high school English and religious 

education classes and coached at the college, high school, and youth league levels. Served on the Boards of 

Grace Academy, Hartford Promise, and Northwest Catholic High School.

If kids aren’t reading on grade level by third grade, research is clear that they’re less likely to graduate.  
75% of third-graders in Bridgeport aren’t reading on grade level. What will you do to change this if elected? 

This serious moral shortcoming will require the expertise and support of multiple parties. The Griebel-Frank 

Administration will work with charter, parochial, and public school leaders and with parent and faith groups in 

Bridgeport to determine the most effective role that the State can play to make significant reductions in this 

most critical achievement gap.

Should Bridgeport receive increased education funding from the state? Why or why not?

It is clear that more financial resources would help Bridgeport and other challenged districts IF that funding is 

tied to a clear metric of performance. The question of what schools and programs the funding supports and the 

effectiveness of those schools and programs achieving agreed upon measurable objectives is critical to how 

money is both allocated and used.

Why do you believe Bridgeport residents should vote for you? 

The Griebel-Frank ticket will view all of its budget and policy decisions through 4 primary lenses: Jobs, 

Education & Training, Opportunity and Equity & Balance. Jobs: Will the proposed decisions significantly enhance 

Connecticut’s ability to increase 200,000 net new private sector jobs by 2028? Education & Training: Clearly, 

a well-educated workforce is a critical factor in achieving that goal and the majority of the State’s younger 

demographic reside in our urban centers.

Notes:

Oz Griebel
Griebel Frank for CT Party candidate for Governor 
Campaign Website: www.ozforgovct.com 
Occupation: No response 
Previous Elected Offices: None

Governor
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What is your education story?

My mother came to the United States at age 17 after surviving the Holocaust. She and my dad worked hard to 

provide me with an education and I was fortunate to attend Cornell University and Cornell Law School. I moved 

to Connecticut to practice law in 1993. When my children were younger, I served two terms as president of a 

small school in Danbury. A quality education must be a pillar of every community.

If kids aren’t reading on grade level by third grade, research is clear that they’re less likely to graduate.  
75% of third-graders in Bridgeport aren’t reading on grade level. What will you do to change this if elected? 

As Lt. Governor, our cities will be re-built from the ground up, which means focusing on education, jobs, housing 

affordability and health care. We have to do more to reduce the opportunity gap. This is not only our ethical 

and moral obligation, but it will provide dividends by creating opportunity, reducing the need for social services, 

providing skilled employees to the workplace, and expanding the intellectual capital and entrepreneurship that 

is vital to our economy.

Should Bridgeport receive increased education funding from the state? Why or why not?

Absolutely – see above.

Why do you believe Bridgeport residents should vote for you? 

To restore the right and need for Governmental “power” to rest with the people. I am running with Oz Griebel 

on an independent bi-partisan ticket designed to put parties and politics aside to find solutions. We believe that 

for too long state government in Hartford has been operating to preserve the two party system and keep career 

politicians in office instead of serving “We the People.” 

Notes:

Monte Frank
Griebel Frank for CT Party candidate for Lieutenant Governor 
Campaign Website: www.ozforgovct.com 
Occupation: Attorney at Pullman & Comley in Bridgeport, CT 
Previous Elected Offices: Connecticut & New England Bar Association

Lieutenant Governor
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Notes:

What is your education story?

I believe that access to affordable, high-quality education must be a right for all, not just the privileged few. 
As a volunteer teacher at Harding High in Bridgeport, I saw the impact that passionate, full-time teachers had 
on students who I was fortunate to meet and mentor. As governor, I will fight to make sure our teachers are 
supported and all students can access quality education; school funding should not be a political question.

If kids aren’t reading on grade level by third grade, research is clear that they’re less likely to graduate.  
75% of third-graders in Bridgeport aren’t reading on grade level. What will you do to change this if elected? 

Third grade is when students go from learning to read to reading to learn. It’s vital they be proficient in reading 
and mathematics and have strong executive function. I will: 

 •  Expand nurse-family partnerships, childcare, and early education programs; research shows $1 invested 
in early education results in $15 of future benefits. 

 •  Boost students’ academic achievement by encouraging more diversity among teachers. 
 •  Reduce class sizes, student-to-counselor ratios; incorporate more social workers. 
 •  Continue reducing chronic absenteeism.

Should Bridgeport receive increased education funding from the state? Why or why not?

In the past 20 years, the Education Cost Sharing (ECS) formula has been fully funded only twice. Legislators in 
Hartford continually tweak the formula to gain political favor instead of thinking about the needs of our children 
or the needs of our schools. By implementing the education funding formula as it was written – based on need – 
we can begin to address the disparities present in our educational system.

Why do you believe Bridgeport residents should vote for you? 

Bridgeport needs a governor who understands that when Bridgeport and our cities thrive, Connecticut thrives. 
Our cities will be our engines of our economic growth and job creation that will get our state moving again. 
Bridgeport can and will be an economic engine for the region and the state because it is the gateway to  
Fairfield County.

Ned Lamont
Democratic & Working Families Party candidate for Governor 
Campaign Website: www.nedlamont.com 
Occupation: Businessman and Entrepreneur 
Previous Elected Offices: Greenwich Board of Selectmen, Board of Estimate & Taxation

Governor
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Notes:

What is your education story?

I’m the proud product of Middletown public schools, and my kids are, too. Also, as secretary of the state, I visited 
public high schools in Bridgeport—Including Harding, Bassick, and Central—registering students to vote and 
talking to them about their career interests. I firmly believe in our state, and that if we give all kids access to the 
high-quality education they deserve, they’ll be well-positioned to win the competition for good-paying  
jobs and careers.

If kids aren’t reading on grade level by third grade, research is clear that they’re less likely to graduate.  
75% of third-graders in Bridgeport aren’t reading on grade level. What will you do to change this if elected? 

We need to make smart investments in early education programs. Research shows that kids who attend early 
childhood programs end up starting grade school with higher reading scores, and that can have a powerful 
impact on future success. That’s why I’m committing to programs that prevent kids from falling behind—universal 
pre-k, after school programs, tutoring, and mentoring—as well as specialized programs that promote early 
intervention for kids who have fallen back.

Should Bridgeport receive increased education funding from the state? Why or why not?

For too long, Bridgeport and other cities and towns across the state have been getting short-changed due to the 
underfunding of schools. That’s unacceptable, and as lieutenant governor, I’ll fight to ensure Bridgeport schools 
have the resources they deserve. Fully funding schools will help to prepare our kids for good-paying jobs and to 
create the robust school-to-jobs pipeline that’s necessary for more companies to want to invest and hire people 
in Connecticut.

Why do you believe Bridgeport residents should vote for you? 

Our state is at a crossroads and the next lieutenant governor will help determine whether we have an economy 
that works for everyone. As lieutenant governor, I will work to create and bring good-paying jobs to Connecticut, 
improve our state’s infrastructure, ensure equal pay for equal work, and expand access to education. Together, 
we can make sure that all of our kids and grandkids have access to high-quality education that prepares them 
for good-paying jobs and productive careers. 

Susan Bysiewicz 
Democratic & Working Families Party candidate for Lieutenant Governor 
Campaign Website: www.susanforct.com 
Occupation: Lawyer and Businesswoman 
Previous Elected Offices: State Representative, Secretary of the State

Lieutenant Governor
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What is your education story?

I am myself an educator. My firm helps students to better college admissions and higher scholarship awards. 
My urban students have seen 300 point SAT increases. My other firms help with after-school and weekend 
enrichment (www.kidscornerct.com and www.amigoacademy.us). I attended public K - 8 schools in West 
Hartford, private school in Windsor, undergrad in New Hampshire; & Law school in California. Every CT family 
deserves choice in schools.

If kids aren’t reading on grade level by third grade, research is clear that they’re less likely to graduate.  
75% of third-graders in Bridgeport aren’t reading on grade level. What will you do to change this if elected? 

Privatize. “First 500” supports new schools, public and private. Private schools NEVER allow mentally competent 

children to reach third grade without an ability to read. We will end the public school monopoly that keeps many 

students from succeeding. We will let parents CHOOSE their child’s school, armed with $15,000 per student. 

With schools competing for this money, the schools will get BETTER.

Should Bridgeport receive increased education funding from the state? Why or why not?

Yes. Bridgeport should receive more education money. The current system funds urban schools insufficiently; 

tweaks to the current system will NEVER be enough. ESC will never fund Bridgeport properly. No politician, even 

impassioned Mayor Ganim, will sway the General Assembly to fund B-Port significantly better. “First 500” funds 

NEEDS; entrepreneurs flock to fill needs. “First 500” funds opportunities; investors flock to opportunities. 

Why do you believe Bridgeport residents should vote for you? 

I bleed for equal opportunity. The first schools I sought for my SAT coaching business were in Hartford, Waterbury, New 

Haven, & Bridgeport, to help urban kids crush the SAT. Currently most Bridgeport kids start “behind” and lack schools 

to get them ahead. B-Port kids recognize this; by high school the “street” offers them more opportunity than completing 

school. ECS will NEVER be fair; abolish it and replace with “First 500”. See www.stewartforliberty.com/education

Notes:

Mark Stewart Greenstein
Amigo Constitution Liberty Party candidate for Governor 
Campaign Website: www.stewartforliberty.com and www.weresist.us 
Occupation: Businessman, educator and promoter 
Previous Elected Offices: None

Governor
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Notes:

United States Senate

Matthew Corey
Republican Party candidate for United States Senate 
Campaign Website: www.coreyforsenate.com 
Occupation: Small business owner 
Previous Elected Offices: None

What is your education story?

I have some Community College. I have served honorably in the United States Navy. I have owned two small 

businesses one for 30 years and the other for 16 years.

If kids aren’t reading on grade level by third grade, research is clear that they’re less likely to graduate.  
75% of third-graders in Bridgeport aren’t reading on grade level. What will you do to change this if elected? 

I believe in school choice. I believe the money should follow the child. 

Should Bridgeport receive increased education funding from the state? Why or why not?

Candidate declined to respond.

Why do you believe Bridgeport residents should vote for you? 

Candidate declined to respond.
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Notes:

What is your education story?

Certificate in business from Manchester Community College.

If kids aren’t reading on grade level by third grade, research is clear that they’re less likely to graduate.  
75% of third-graders in Bridgeport aren’t reading on grade level. What will you do to change this if elected? 

Nothing, I am running for U.S. Senate, not Bridgeport School Board. I would recommend homeschooling  

to most parents.

Should Bridgeport receive increased education funding from the state? Why or why not?

I am running for federal office, not state.

Why do you believe Bridgeport residents should vote for you? 

I have run for office more than the Democrat and the Republican combined, I still have not taken even one 

penny in campaign contributions or public funding. I am your only choice to get big money our of politics. In the 

year 2001, I ran for Mayor of Hartford. I said if elected I would legalize marijuana in Hartford. Because of our 

close proximity to NYC Hartford would have more money than Colorado.

Richard Lion
Libertarian Party candidate for United States Senate 
Campaign Website: www.RichardLion.com 
Occupation: Fish lure manufacturer 
Previous Elected Offices: None

United States Senate 
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Notes:

What is your education story?

I entered public school with multiple, severe ‘learning disabilities’ at a time when virtually all of them were 

unrecognized. Most of the best education I have gotten, I had to do myself. Public education is the most important 

investment that is made with public funds. I received short shrift largely due to ignorance. Today, too many children 

are getting short shrift because for profit interests are working to usurp that public money for profit.

If kids aren’t reading on grade level by third grade, research is clear that they’re less likely to graduate.  
75% of third-graders in Bridgeport aren’t reading on grade level. What will you do to change this if elected? 

Public schools need support at the federal level. Recently, all they have been getting is attacks. i would work to 

repeal common core, no child left behind, and end mandated high stakes testing.

Should Bridgeport receive increased education funding from the state? Why or why not?

Bridgeport should receive more support for education, from wherever it can come from, solely because the 

children of Bridgeport need it. There is no reason that can be more important.

Why do you believe Bridgeport residents should vote for you? 

Because both major parties, especially at the federal level, are far too beholding to corporate interests. They will 

pay far more attention to the needs of the defense contractors in the district than the needs of the people.  

I won’t. People before Profits.

Jeff Russell
Green Party candidate for United States Senate 
Campaign Website: www.greensenate.us 
Occupation: Disabled 
Previous Elected Offices: None

United States Senate 
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Notes:

What is your education story?

I have an Associates Degree in Liberal Arts and Sciences. I am A Certified Technology Specialist.

If kids aren’t reading on grade level by third grade, research is clear that they’re less likely to graduate.  
75% of third-graders in Bridgeport aren’t reading on grade level. What will you do to change this if elected? 

There are many veterans and retirees that would love to give back to the community. I would work with Rod 

Hanscomb on developing programs to tutor and mentor children.

Should Bridgeport receive increased education funding from the state? Why or why not?

We need to cut spending, before we can increase funding.

Why do you believe Bridgeport residents should vote for you? 

Voting for me, and other third parties is voting for change. The duopoly has not served us well in Connecticut 

and it is time for us to step out of our comfort zone if we want to see progress in this state.

Heather Gwynn 
Libertarian Party candidate for Secretary of the State 
Campaign Website: None 
Occupation: Lighting Designer, AV Technician 
Previous Elected Offices: None

Secretary of the State
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Notes:

What is your education story?

My political career started as I fought to get better education services for my son. I joined the PTO and worked 

hard to improve the curriculum for all of the students in Mansfield. My proudest piece of legislation that was 

adopted into law, was my initiative, to require that all students take one civics class while in High School. I am 

proud of my education record and have already received the endorsements of numerous groups.

If kids aren’t reading on grade level by third grade, research is clear that they’re less likely to graduate.  
75% of third-graders in Bridgeport aren’t reading on grade level. What will you do to change this if elected? 

While my office is limited as far as our access to changing education initiatives. I have always believed that if 

after evaluation, there is such a deficiency in literacy, then the proper resources should be applied to reduce 

said deficiency. There is no reason that due to where you live, your education should suffer.

Should Bridgeport receive increased education funding from the state? Why or why not?

When statistics such as the one mention above are cited, the state should see it as an emergency situation and 

assist in applying the proper resources to the district.

Why do you believe Bridgeport residents should vote for you? 

In my role as Secretary of the State I am standing up for the voters and residents of this state, as we face a 

President who wants to infringe on our voting rights and create a larger divide amongst our communities. There 

are efforts to remove voters from the rolls, especially in our cities. There is no greater thing that I can be doing 

right now, than fighting for our civil rights.

Denise Merrill 
Democratic & Working Families Party candidate for Secretary of the State 
Campaign Website: www.denisemerrill2018.com 
Occupation: Secretary of the State 
Previous Elected Offices: State Representative, Majority Leader

Secretary of the State
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What is your education story?

I grew up in Hartford, participated in Project Concern, a de-segregation busing program, and attended 

Manchester Public Schools. I graduated from Manchester High School with honors. Then went on to earn a four-

year academic scholarship to Trinity College in Hartford, where I now serve as a member of its  

Board of Trustees.

If kids aren’t reading on grade level by third grade, research is clear that they’re less likely to graduate.  
75% of third-graders in Bridgeport aren’t reading on grade level. What will you do to change this if elected? 

The job of Treasurer involves more than managing the State’s finances, and investing billions of dollars in 

pension funds. The job is also about empowering people, particularly young people, to take control of their 

financial destiny. As Treasurer, I believe that it is critical to arm our children with the tools they need to manage 

their own finances, to understand how to establish credit and to balance a budget.

Should Bridgeport receive increased education funding from the state? Why or why not?

A quality education for all of Connecticut’s children is perhaps our most important priorities. We need to make 

sure that cities like Bridgeport receive the resources necessary to properly educate our children. The current 

Educational Cost Sharing policy needs to be reevaluated to make certain that are most vulnerable communities 

are provided with the resources needed to properly educate our children.

Why do you believe Bridgeport residents should vote for you? 

I have a proven track record of fighting for Connecticut’s working families for the past twenty five years. As the 

former President of the Hartford City Council and Chairman of the Council’s budget and finance committee, I know 

how difficult it is to balance a budget in challenging times, with competing agendas, while maintaining a commitment 

to growth and opportunity that the people of Bridgeport and the State of Connecticut deserve and need. 

Shawn Wooden 
Democratic & Working Families Party candidate for Treasurer 
Campaign Website: www.shawnwooden.com 
Occupation: Attorney 
Previous Elected Offices: Hartford City Council President

Treasurer

Notes:
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Notes:

What is your education story?

My formal education came from being born and raised in Seymour, where I attended local public schools 

through high school. My education continued at Southern Connecticut State University, where I earned a 

bachelor’s degree. I am fortunate to continue learning each day through public service.

If kids aren’t reading on grade level by third grade, research is clear that they’re less likely to graduate.  
75% of third-graders in Bridgeport aren’t reading on grade level. What will you do to change this if elected? 

Reading is a cornerstone to not only getting an education, but to life itself. We must ensure that the Education 

Cost Sharing (ECS) formula is fully funded by the state. In order to do that, we must get our economy and state 

back on track to generate the necessary revenues to fund our schools. Every time someone moves out of 

Connecticut, we lose tax revenues that could be used to help better fund education.

Should Bridgeport receive increased education funding from the state? Why or why not?

Bridgeport should receive the necessary funding to properly educate its school-aged population. The current 

system is failing Bridgeport and many other municipalities in our state. As stated earlier, the weak economy 

and fleeing taxpayers here in Connecticut present a clear and present impediment to Bridgeport receiving the 

necessary funding from the state government to provide a sound education for its families.

Why do you believe Bridgeport residents should vote for you? 

Bridgeport residents have been ignored and their current representatives in our Constitutional offices in 

Hartford have failed them. Years of pandering for votes in the inner cities have failed to produce real results and 

help lift our most-needy residents out of poverty. As Comptroller, I will work to fix out state’s finances and  

to create an economy that actually works for all of our residents.

Kurt Miller 
Republican & Independent Party candidate for State Comptroller 
Campaign Website: www.KurtForCT.com 
Occupation: Seymour First Selectman 
Previous Elected Offices: First Selectman

Comptroller
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Notes:

What is your education story?

The ‘story’ is that I was a ‘victim’ of the Norwalk Public School system Class of ‘82. The system was in shambles 

then and has steadily deteriorated. The notion that throwing more money at a failing system with the hope that 

it will miraculously fix itself should be seen as delusional. Trusting the same administrators who’ve ideas have 

failed for decades is a form of institutionalized insanity. I intend to tear it down.

If kids aren’t reading on grade level by third grade, research is clear that they’re less likely to graduate.  
75% of third-graders in Bridgeport aren’t reading on grade level. What will you do to change this if elected? 

I would defund failing schools, and terminate all staff and revoke their teaching licenses in the State. I would also 

charge the parents with bringing the children up to the 1950’s era ‘grade level’ before the children are allowed 

to re-enroll in the public schools. A ‘Public Education’ is a privilege that is squandered by far too many parents. 

The treat the schools as a daycare entitlement. This is unacceptable.

Should Bridgeport receive increased education funding from the state? Why or why not?

No, absolutely not! Every town in the state needs to pull its own weight. Bridgeport’s government as well as its 

Board of Education have utterly failed at this critical task. Bestowing more money onto agencies which have 

failed for decades will not correct the problems. Rewarding a pattern of failure is as unfair to the rest of the 

people of Connecticut as the current administration has been to its own citizens, but with less accountability.

Why do you believe Bridgeport residents should vote for you? 

Simple. Because the voters of Bridgeport have been sold a dismal bill of goods by the Democrat Party for the 

past 40+ years. The once proud city tops the list of all the wrong statistics, crime, drugs, graduation percentages, 

taxes, poor planning, illegal aliens, etc. I will not be the one setting policies, I will be instrumental in routing out 

corruption. And Bridgeport did not achieve all its ‘tops’ without lots of corruption.

Paul Passarelli 
Libertarian Party candidate for State Comptroller 
Campaign Website: LPCT.org 
Occupation: Engineer 
Previous Elected Offices: None 

Comptroller
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Notes:

What is your education story?

I attended public schools in Groton and Montville, CT, and then UConn for 2.5 years. I left due to lack of funds. 

Ten years later I completed my BA trough Carter Oak College and attended UConn Law, where I graduated  

with Honors.

If kids aren’t reading on grade level by third grade, research is clear that they’re less likely to graduate.  
75% of third-graders in Bridgeport aren’t reading on grade level. What will you do to change this if elected?

Connecticut’s state Constitution includes the right to equal access to education. As Attorney General I would 

advocate for a state-based system of education funding that prioritizes resources for communities based on 

financial need and student performances.

Should Bridgeport receive increased education funding from the state? Why or why not?

Yes, as stated above, I believe our state Constitution’s guarantee of education as a right means the State of 

Connecticut is directly responsible for providing the resources necessary for school districts to meet the needs 

of their students.

Why do you believe Bridgeport residents should vote for you? 

As Attorney General I would enforce civil rights laws against local police departments to end racial profiling 

and violence and to de-militarize the police. I would advocate for state-based system of funding education that 

prioritize schools in areas of greatest financial and academic need. I would call for keeping federal immigration 

authorities, such as ICE, out of our schools and our courts, and defending our immigrant communities.

Peter Goselin
Green Party candidate for Attorney General 
Campaign Website: www.facebook.com/Goselin4AG/ 
Occupation: Attorney 
Previous Elected Offices: None
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Notes:

What is your education story?

I’m a product of Connecticut public schools. My parents taught me to work hard in school, and thankfully 
that’s what I did, which led to me becoming a member of the National Honor Society at Griswold High School. 
After graduation, I was fortunate enough to receive a full basketball and academic scholarship at American 
International University, and then went on to receive degrees from Stetson University College of Law and the 
Georgetown University Law Center.

If kids aren’t reading on grade level by third grade, research is clear that they’re less likely to graduate.  
75% of third-graders in Bridgeport aren’t reading on grade level. What will you do to change this if elected? 

As a product of Connecticut public schools, I’m a strong proponent of ensuring that all kids have the resources 
they need to compete for the jobs of tomorrow. As attorney general, I will use every tool and resource available 
to my office to help bolster reading levels in Bridgeport and elsewhere across the state. And, I’ll be a vocal 
advocate for policies and initiatives that prepare our kids for graduation and future success.

Should Bridgeport receive increased education funding from the state? Why or why not?

I believe that all kids should have access to a high-quality education, regardless of where they live. 
Unfortunately, many of our state’s policymakers haven’t proven that they are up to the task of tackling profound 
education issues, which includes finding a reasonable solution to our state’s broken school funding formula. It’s 
up to the legislative branch to tackle this issue, and I’m a proponent of any solution that helps Bridgeport and 
cities and towns statewide.

Why do you believe Bridgeport residents should vote for you? 

The leaders that we choose today will help decide the direction of Connecticut, and whether we have a school 
system and economy that works for everyone. Growing up, I had some exceptional role models, teachers, and 
coaches that gave me words of encouragement and motivation to succeed. That’s why I’m committed to fighting 
for everyone in Bridgeport and across the state as attorney general, and to making sure kids get the high-quality 
education they deserve.

Sue Hatfield 
Republican & Independent Party candidate for candidate for Attorney General 
Campaign Website: www.hatfield2018.com 
Occupation: Assistant State’s Attorney, Connecticut Division of Criminal Justice 
Previous Elected Offices: Plainfield Planning and Zoning Commission
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Notes:

What is your education story?

I owe my opportunity to run for Attorney General to great teachers, safe and well-resourced schools, and 
committed parents. When I first started school, my immigrant parents spoke very poor English and worked day 
and night, seven days a week. But committed teachers in a Connecticut public school helped me get a strong 
start so I could break barriers later in life as the first Asian American elected at the state level in Connecticut’s 
history.

If kids aren’t reading on grade level by third grade, research is clear that they’re less likely to graduate.  
75% of third-graders in Bridgeport aren’t reading on grade level. What will you do to change this if elected? 

As Attorney General, I will use the AG’s “bully pulpit” to help the Bridgeport legislative delegation as they work 
to pass a state education funding strategy that prioritizes Bridgeport, with particular emphasis on universal 
pre-kindergarten and early childhood education. I will use my legislative experience to roll-up my sleeves and 
help legislators work through a policy and political problem that has created a funding system that fails to focus 
enough resources on cities like Bridgeport.

Should Bridgeport receive increased education funding from the state? Why or why not?

Yes, because cities like Bridgeport are the lifeblood and catalyst of the state’s economy and the long-term 
health and vitality of our communities. The only answer is to put Bridgeport’s kids on a strong foundation of 
early childhood education and a focus on capable reading and writing skills in the first few grades. This strategy 
requires resources, teachers and well-resourced classrooms, and creative and appealing programs to engage 
families and students.

Why do you believe Bridgeport residents should vote for you? 

Because I am the only candidate for Attorney General who has represented a large city like Bridgeport, and 
who has experience fighting hard for students and families in need, many of whom qualify for free and reduced 
lunch. Many students in my home city of Stamford’s come from immigrant families or communities of color,  
and I have worked side-to-side with Bridgeport’s legislative delegation to push for increased funding for  
cities like ours.

William Tong
Democratic & Working Families Party candidate for candidate for Attorney General 
Campaign Website: www.williamtong.com 
Occupation: Attorney and State Representative 
Previous Elected Offices: State Representative, Chairman of the Judiciary Committee
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